
Sin and Conversion  

God created heaven and earth and all of humanity, entering into a relationship with us from the very 

beginning. God promised to take care of us, and in return, we were to love God and love one 

another, and take care of each other and the earth.  

But people messed things up; we sinned, and we turned away from God. We thought we could take 

care of ourselves, that somehow, we did not need God. As a result, the life of bliss that was created 

for us was damaged. Sin entered the world. The only way to save the world was for God to 

intervene. Only God could fix this mess.  

God wanted so desperately to show the world how much he loved us (and he still loves us) that he 

sent us part of himself; He sent us his Son, Jesus to save us from sin. The essence of Christianity is 

salvation in Jesus Christ, who saves us from sin and death. There is nothing that can keep us from 

God’s love.  

God invites us to look at the areas of our lives where we have turned away from him, where we have 

turned away from our loved ones, where we have not cared for God’s creation, where we have been 

lacking in love.  

Jesus invites us to turn away from destructive behaviors, and he gives us the strength (grace) to work 

toward that goal. It is Jesus’ forgiveness that we embrace at baptism when we die and rise again in 

new life in him. Baptism, however, is not the end of our conversion experience but it is merely the 

beginning of ongoing conversion in Jesus Christ. When we sin, which we unfortunately continue to 

do, even after baptism, we are invited to renew our baptism through the sacrament of penance and 

reconciliation, and to experience a new God’s love and mercy.  

 


